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INTRODUCTION


Last Sunday, we saw that Jesus perfectly fulfilled the Law with His life and death. In His life, He kept all of the Law; and with His death He offered the perfect sacrifice for sin, once for all. His sacrifice met the demands of the Law, which had been merely a shadow of the coming perfect sacrifice for sin. He also fulfilled the words of the Prophets when He came to earth as Messiah, the Promised One. Beginning today, we will see how He clarifies and amplifies the real meaning of the Law and Prophets. He begins here with an explanation of the sixth commandment. Let us examine His message.
I.
THE CLARIFICATION: A RETURN TO THE ORIGINAL WORD

1.
The Wrong Translation: “Do not kill.”

(1)
“Kill” would include accidental killing and killing without premeditation.

(2) “Kill” would include killing during time of war.
2.
The Right Translation: “Do not murder.”

(1)
“Murder” indicates that life is precious and to be valued, that life should only end in God’s appointed time.

(2)
“Murder” indicates that we do not have the right to end another person’s life.

3.
The Scribal Addition: “Anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.”

(1)
“Judgment” refers to being brought before the city elders (3 to 23 persons).

(2)
City elders might refer a particularly gruesome murder to the Sanhedrin (71).

What Jesus deals with and corrects is the scribal addition, which was the word of man. Jesus came to fulfill the Word of God, not that of man. He quickly discounts the added words, and then amplifies the meaning of the original message.
II.
THE AMPLIFICATION: AN EXPLANATION OF THE ORIGINAL INTENT

1. A slow-growing, long-lasting anger is subject to the same judgment.

2. Judging your brother as “Raca,” as a despised person having no value or being “empty-headed,” is subject to the judgment of the Sanhedrin.

3. Judging your brother as “You Fool,” as a person living an immoral life and worthy only to be condemned to hell, is subject to eternal judgment (hell fire).

Jesus points out that hatred is the beginning point of murder. He then goes on to describe levels of hatred that result in levels of judgment. His words remind us that we are to value others as human beings and never dehumanize them.

III.
THE APPLICATION: WHAT GOD INTENDS FOR YOU AND ME TO DO

1. We are to keep all of our relationships healthy—vv. 23-24.

2. We are to keep all of our relationships peaceful—vv. 25-26.

3. We are to keep our relationship with God up-to-date—v. 24.

Jesus reminds us that our relationship with God will remain broken until our relationship with man is first restored.
CONCLUSION


Jesus not only condemns murder, but also He condemns any brooding hatred. Such hatred is the basis for thoughts of murder and can lead us to justify doing the unthinkable. God wants His children to live at peace with others. We are to do more than that. We are to love one another. It is impossible to keep thinking evil thoughts (of hatred and murder) concerning someone we love. Instead, love will cause us to forgive a multitude of sins.
“I’m forgiven because You were forsaken. I’m accepted; You were condemned.

I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me because You died & rose again.

Amazing love, how can it be that You, my King, would die for me?

Amazing love, I know it’s true; It’s my joy to honor You. In all I do I honor You.”
